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To become the most proac�ve and 
leading Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency on the African Con�nent and 
one of the best in the world.

VISION 
STATEMENT

The Na�onal Drug Law Enforcement Agency shall deploy 
all resources at its disposal for the total eradica�on of 
illicit drug trafficking and suppression of demand for 
narco�c drugs and psychotropic substances; recovery of 
ill-go�en wealth, and protec�on of the image of Nigeria.

MISSION 
STATEMENT

The mandate of the Agency is to cut off the illicit supply of 
drugs, reduce demand for drugs as well as trace and 
confiscate illicit proceeds of drugs.

MANDATE 
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NDLEA 
CORE VALUES 

This is regard for human dignity and fundamental rights as guaranteed in the cons�tu�on 
and other laws.

This is an uncompromising and consistent commitment to honour, honesty, moral 
principles, and ethical values among officers.

ntegrity: I

espect:R

This means conduc�ng the agency's business in an open manner and readily sharing 
informa�on with members of the public and the media.

ransparency: 

This is discharging the agency's func�ons with skill, competence, ethics, and courtesy.

rofessionalism:P

This is the expression of the feeling of comradeship among officers that promotes love, 
unity, and togetherness.

eam Spirit:T

The display of an uncompromising policy against corrup�on at all �mes.

ero Tolerance for corrup�on: Z

This is the quality of being commi�ed to the vision and mission of the agency.
 

edica�on:D

T



2022 Pictorial 
Highlight of 

Events
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Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with the Indian 
High Commissioner to Nigeria, His Excellency Shri G. Balasubramanian at the NDLEA Na�onal 
Headquarters Abuja.

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with Cardinal 
John Onaiyekan during a visit by the respected priest  to the NDLEA Headquarters in Abuja on November 
16, 2022
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Chairman/Chief Execu�ve of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with the Brazilian 
Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Ricardo Guerra de Araujo, during a courtesy visit to the Agency's Na�onal 
Headquarters in Abuja, Thursday  June 2, 2022.

c

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of  NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS during a visit by 
members of Northern Broadcast Media Owners Associa�on led by a former Minister of Informa�on, Dr. 
Ibrahim Dasuki Nakande at the Na�onal Headquarters Abuja Thursday October 27, 2022.



NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

8

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with Dr. Mike Hove and 
Jason A Smith, both of the United States Bureau of Interna�onal Narco�cs and Law Enforcement Affairs 
(INL) when the duo paid a courtesy visit to the NDLEA headquarters in Abuja on Thursday June 9, 2022.

The Agency Secretary, Barrister Shadrach Haruna presen�ng insurance benefits to beneficiaries 
of deceased officers, at the Na�onal Headquarters Abuja on Wednesday September 28, 2022.
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Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with senior 
officers of the agency during a courtesy visit by the leadership of the Interna�onal Federa�on of 
Women Lawyers (FIDA) at the na�onal headquarters of the agency in Abuja, Tuesday May 10, 2022

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with the 
President, Nigerian Army Officers Wives Associa�on (NAOWA), Mrs Salamatu F Yahaya when she led a 
delega�on from the associa�on on a courtesy visit to the NDLEA Na�onal Headquarters in Abuja, on 
Friday September 16, 2022.
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NDLEA Toll Free Call Centre being declared open by the A�orney General of the Federa�on and 
Minister of Jus�ce, Abubakar Malami, SAN represented by the Director of Public Prosecu�on of the 
Federa�on, Muhammed Abubakar; supported by the Chairman/CEO of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa 
(Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS in Abuja, on Thursday June 30, 2022. 

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with the 
founder and chairman of BUA Group of companies, Alhaji Abudul Samad Rabiu during an advocacy visit. 
to the BUA group headquarters in Lagos on Friday December 23, 2022 
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Chairman/CEO of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with chairperson of the Nigeria 
Governors' Wives Forum, Erelu Bisi Fayemi, and wives of other state governors as well as UNODC 
country rep, Oliver Stolpe among others at the closing ceremony of a 2-day training on Drug 
Preven�on, Treatment and Care, DPTC for Governors' Wives, in Abuja Wednesday June 29, 2022.

Chairman/CEO of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS decora�ng the President and 
CEO of the Dangote Group of companies, Alhaji Aliko Dangote, as a War Against Drug Abuse (WADA) 
Ambassador, June 2, 2022  
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Chairman/Chief Execu�ve of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS with members 
of the Inter-ministerial commi�ee (IMC) on drug demand reduc�on at the Agency's 
headquarters in Abuja on Friday June 10, 2022.

Chairman/Chief Execu�ve of NDLEA, Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, DSS receives the Director 
General of the Na�onal Youth Service Corps, NYSC, Brig. Gen. Mohammed Fadah during a courtesy visit 
to the NDLEA headquarters in Abuja on Wednesday  August 8, 2022.
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t the beginning of the year under Areview, I issued a New Year's appeal 
to drug barons, warning them to 

quit the criminal trade in narco�cs and 
avoid the calamity that will befall them. 
Interes�ngly, those who refused to heed 
the warning by accep�ng the olive branch 
are currently regre�ng their recalcitrant 
decision behind bars.

It was a very successful year for the agency 
and the country because we built on the 
solid founda�on of the previous year in 
terms of drug supply control and drug 
demand reduc�on ac�vi�es. As part of 
efforts to address the very high drug use 
prevalence in the country, we amplified the 
War Against Drug Abuse (WADA), which 
was launched by President Mohammadu 
Buhari, GCFR.

This  new wave of  an�-drug abuse 
sensi�sa�on was taken across the length 
and breadth of the country. The agency 
strengthened partnerships and created 
new rela�onships in line with the principle 
of collec�ve responsibility. We took the 
e n l i g h t e n m e n t  t r a i n  t o  n a � o n s , 
interna�onal organisa�ons, royal fathers, 
religious leaders, captains of industry, 
schools, communi�es, and families.

We recorded a giant leap in drug demand 
reduc�on with the establishment and 
commissioning of the NDLEA toll-free call 
centre which has broadened access to 
treatment and rehabilita�on. The agency 
also had unprecedented support notably 
from the Governors' Wives Forum, which 
made commitments to broaden and 
deepen social efforts to ameliorate the 

consequences of drug abuse at the state 
level.

In line with our strong faith in building 
s t r o n g e r  i n s � t u � o n ,  t h e  a g e n c y 
par�cipated in numerous local and 
interna�onal training and manpower 
development programs. We also enjoyed 
the tremendous support of interna�onal 
partners, chiefly the UNODC, counterparts, 
and governments of the United States, 
France, Germany, the United Kingdom, 
India, and South Korea, to men�on only a 
few. The support came in the form of 
dona�ons  of  equipment ,  t ra in ing , 
intelligence, and other logis�cs.

Already, we have 34 barons in our dragnet 
that are facing the music in court. We have 
secured orders for the temporary forfeiture 
of their assets. Interes�ngly, the efforts of 
our dedicated and competent legal team 
will ensure that all the cases are diligently 
prosecuted, ensuring that no trafficker goes 
unpunished and the final forfeiture of ill-
go�en wealth.

Prominent  among the  opera�onal 
successes are the dismantling of two 
c l a n d e s � n e  m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e 
laboratories, the discovery and seizure of 
over two tonnes of cocaine in Ikorodu, 
Lagos. Others are the discovery of tramadol 
hauls in Lagos and across the country, as 
well as the destruc�on of cannabis 
planta�ons.

Similarly, in pursuit of staff welfare, we 
c o n d u c t e d  p ro m o � o n s  a n d  m a d e 
significant progress with the barracks 

CHAIRMAN CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S DESK
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construc�on project for officers. In the new 
year, we shall con�nue to raise the bar on 
achievements, build on professionalism, 
maintain best prac�ces, intensify training, 
and expand the scope of our intelligence-
led opera�ons.

May I thus express my hear�elt gra�tude for 
the invaluable contribu�ons of stakeholders 
who made sacrifices to advance the 

country's an�-narco�cs campaign. We look 
forward to another fantas�c year of 
impressive onslaughts against drug 
trafficking cartels.

Brig. Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) CON, OFR, 
DSS,

Chairman/Chief Executive Officer

14
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ADDR   :   Annual Drug Data Report

ADP   : Alterna�ve Development Programmes

ASI   : Arrest – Seizure Index

ATS   : Amphetamine Type S�mulants 

CIA   : Criminal Inves�ga�on Agency

DAPE    Drug Abuse Preven�ve Educa�on

DPLS   : Directorate of Prosecu�on and Legal Services

DTO   : Drug Trafficking Organisa�on

ECOWAS  : Economic Community of West African States

EFCC   : Economic and Financial Crimes Commission

FATF   : Financial Ac�on Task Force

FCMU   : Forensic & Chemical Monitoring Unit

FCT   : Federal Capital Territory

FRN   : Federal Republic of Nigeria

GIABA   : Intergovernmental Ac�on Group against Money Laundering and 

Terrorism in West Africa

GON   : Government of Nigeria

HONLEA  : Heads of Na�onal Law Enforcement Agencies

HWD-Trafficking : Human, Weapons and Drug Trafficking

ICPC   : Independent Corrupt Prac�ces and other Related Offences 

Commission

ICPO-Interpol  : Interna�onal Criminal Police Organiza�on

IDUs   : Injec�ng Drug Users

ISS   : Ins�tute for Security Studies

JAMB   : Joint Admission and Matricula�on Board

JCCE   : Joint Consulta�ve Commi�ee on Educa�on

JTF   : Joint Task Force

LFN   : Laws of the Federa�on of Nigeria

MAKIA   : Mallam Aminu Kano Interna�onal Airport

MDGs   : Millennium Development Goals

MET   : Mobile Enforcement Team

MLAT   : Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty

MMIA   : Murtala Mohammed Interna�onal Airport

MoU   : Memorandum of Understanding

EXPLANATORY NOTES
The following abbrevia�ons have been used in this report. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

NACA   : Na�onal Agency for the Control of AIDS

NAFDAC  : Na�onal Agency for Food, Drug Administra�on and Control

NAIA   : Nnamdi Azikiwe Interna�onal Airport

NCE   : Na�onal Council on Educa�on

NDC   : Na�onal Defence College

NDE   : Na�onal Directorate of Employment

NDCMP  : Na�onal Drug Control Master Plan

NDCS   : Na�onal Drug Control Strategy

NDLEA   : Na�onal Drug Law Enforcement Agency

NFIU   : Nigerian Financial Intelligence Unit

NGO   : Non-Governmental Organiza�on

NHQs   : Na�onal Headquarters

NIA   : Na�onal Intelligence Agency

NIPSS   : Na�onal Ins�tute for Policy and Strategic Studies

NSA   : Na�onal Security Adviser

OPS   : Organised Private Sector

PH PORT  : Port Harcourt Port

PRECHEM  : Precursor and Essen�al Chemical Commi�ee

R&NGO  : Research & Non-Governmental Organisa�on

SACs   : Special Area Commands

SAI   : Seizure - Arrest Index

SIA   : Special Inves�ga�on Assignment

SOCA   : Serious Organised Crime Agency (Now known as Na�onal Crime 

Agency - NCA)

TCIP   : TinCan Island Ports

T&R   : Treatment & Rehabilita�on

UK   : United Kingdom

UN   : United Na�ons

NENDU  : Na�onal Epidemiological Network on drug Use 

UNODC  : United Na�ons Office on Drug and Crime Control

US   : United States

USDEA   : United States Drug Enforcement and Administra�on

USG   : United States Government



NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

17

...in Perspec�ve
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1.0    BACKGROUND

The Government of Nigeria (GON) was 

deeply concerned about the magnitude 

and rising trend of narco�c drugs and 

psychotropic substances demand and 

trafficking. This was due to the 

consequences of drugs on the user, the 

family, and society at large. In addi�on, the 

link between narco�c drugs and other 

related organised criminal ac�vi�es like 

terrorism, banditry, kidnapping, and 

murder, among others, was a cri�cal area 

of concern to the government.

Unfortunately, the arrest of some Nigerians 

for drug trafficking outside the country was 

considered an embarrassment to the 

country. These and other factors eventually 

led to the establishment of the Na�onal 

Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA). 

This bold step was to ensure the effec�ve 

eradica�on of illicit drug produc�on, 

trafficking, and abuse in the country. 

Nigeria has also played an ac�ve role in 

global drug control programmes as a 

signatory to all the United Na�ons 

Interna�onal Conven�ons on Drugs and 

Psychotropic substances.

Prior to the establishment of the NDLEA 

through decree No. 48 of 1989, which is 

now known as the NDLEA Act CAP N30, 

Laws of the Federa�on of Nigeria, there 

existed drug control laws in the country. 

They include the Dangerous Drug Act of 

1935 and the Hemp Act of 1966, among 

others. The func�on of drug control was 

ini�ally performed by various security 

agencies like the Nigeria Customs Service, 

Nigeria Immigra�on Service, and Nigeria 

Police.

The NDLEA Act empowered the Agency to 

coordinate all drug laws and policies 

previously conferred on any other 

statutory body in the country. This 

included campaigns to check the abuse of 

narco�cs and psychotropic substances. 

Accordingly, the NDLEA became the sole 

prosecu�ng body for drug cases in Nigeria. 

Other organisa�ons are to provide the  

agency with relevant intelligent report. 

However, if they arrest a suspected drug 

offender, the suspects and drug exhibits 

must be immediately transferred to the 

nearest NDLEA command for inves�ga�on 

and prosecu�on.

1.1 F              UNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY

The func�ons of the Agency as stated in 

the NDLEA Act (CAP N30 LFN 2004) are as 

follows: 

(a) The enforcement and the due 

administra�on of the provisions of the 

NDLEA Act;

(b)  The coordina�on of all drug laws and 

enforcement conferred on any person or 

authority, including Ministers in the 

Government of the Federa�on, by any such 

laws;

(c) Adop�on of measures to iden�fy, trace, 

freeze, confiscate or seize proceeds 

derived from drug-related offences or 

property whose value corresponds to such 

1.    BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL 

        DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY



NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

19

proceeds;

(d)  Adop�on of measures to eradicate 

illicit cul�va�on of narco�c plants and to 

eliminate illicit demand for narco�c drugs 

and psychotropic substances with a view 

to reducing human suffering and 

elimina�ng financial incen�ves for illicit 

traffic in narco�c drugs and psychotropic 

substances;

(e)  taking such measures which might 

require the taking of reasonable 

precau�ons to prevent the use of 

ordinary means of transport for illicit 

traffic in narco�c drugs including making 

special arrangements with transport 

owners;

(f) Adop�on of measures which shall 

include coordinated preven�ve and 

repressive ac�on, introduc�on and 

maintenance of inves�ga�ve and control 

techniques;

(g)  Adop�on of measures to increase the 

effec�veness of eradica�on efforts;

(h)   The facilita�on of rapid exchange of 

scien�fic and technical informa�on and 

the conduct of research geared towards 

eradica�on of illicit use of narco�c drugs 

and psychotropic substances;

(I)  Taking measures for the early 

destruc�on of or disposal of the narco�c 

drugs and psychotropic substances which 

have been seized, confiscated and 

forfeited;

(j)  Facilita�on or encouragement of the 

presence or availability of persons, 

including persons in custody who 

consent to assist in inves�ga�ons or 

par�cipate in proceedings rela�ng to 

narco�c drugs and psychotropic 

substances;

(k)  Enhancing the effec�veness of law 

enforcement to suppress illicit traffic in 

narco�c drugs and psychotropic 

substances;

(l)  establishing, maintaining and securing 

communica�on to facilitate the rapid 

exchange of informa�on concerning 

offences and improving interna�onal 

coopera�on in the suppression of illicit 

traffic in narco�c drugs and psychotropic 

substances by road, sea and air;

(m) Reinforcing and supplemen�ng the 

measures provided in the Conven�on on 

Narco�c Drugs 1961, as amended by the 

1972 Protocol; the 1971 Conven�on on 

Psychotropic Substances and the United 

Na�ons Conven�on Against Illicit Traffic 

in Narco�c Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances 1988 as adopted by the 

Nigerian domes�c law, in order to 

counter the magnitude and extent of 

illicit traffic in narco�c drugs 

and Psychotropic substances and its 

grave consequences;

(n)  Taking such measures that may 

ensure the elimina�on and preven�on of 

the root causes of the problems of 

narco�c drugs and Psychotropic 

substances;

(o)  Strengthening and enhancing 

effec�ve legal means for interna�onal 

coopera�on in criminal ma�ers for 

suppressing interna�onal ac�vi�es of 

illicit traffic in narco�c drugs and 

Psychotropic substances;
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(p) collabora�ng with government bodies 

within and outside Nigeria in carrying out 

func�ons wholly or in part analogous to 

those of the Agency concerning among 

others –

 (I)  the iden��es, whereabouts and 

ac�vi�es of 

   persons suspected of being    

involved in offences 

men�oned in this Act;

 (ii)  the movement of proceeds 

or property derived from 

the commission of  such 

offences;

 (iii) the movement of narco�c 

drugs and psychotropic 

substances specified in the 

Second Schedule to this Act, 

and instrumentali�es used 

or intended for use in the 

commission of such 

offences;

 (iv) the exchange of personnel 

and other experts

 (v) the establishment and 

maintenance of a system

for monitoring interna�onal 

dealings in narco�c drugs 

and psychotropic 

substances in order to 

iden�fy suspicious 

transac�ons and persons 

engaged in them;

(q)  Taking charge, supervising, 

controlling, coordina�ng all the 

responsibili�es, func�ons and 

ac�vi�es rela�ng to arrest, 

inves�ga�on and prosecu�on of all 

offences connected with or rela�ng 

to illicit traffic in narco�c drugs and 

psychotropic substances, 

notwithstanding any law to the 

contrary; and

( r)  Strengthening co-opera�on with 

the Office of the A�orney General 

of the Federa�on, the Police Force, 

Customs Service, Immigra�on 

Service,  Port Health and other law 

enforcement agencies in the 

eradica�on of illicit traffic in 

narco�c drugs and Psychotropic 

substances.

1.2 SPECIAL POWERS OF THE AGENCY

The Agency has the following powers:

a. To cause inves�ga�on to be 
conducted as to whether any 
person has commi�ed an offence 
under the Act;

b. To ascertain whether any person 
has been involved in offences 
under the Act or in the process of 
such offences to cause 
inves�ga�on to be conducted into 
proper�es of any person if it 
appears to the Agency that the 
person's life style and proper�es 
worth do not match his 
ostenta�ous lifestyle.

c. For the purpose of inquiring into 
and ascertaining whether an 
offence under paragraph (b) 
subsec�on(ii) of this sec�on has 
been commi�ed, the Agency may 
by no�ce in wri�ng call upon any 
one to furnish it within a �me 
specified in the no�ce, with 
informa�on, returns, accounts, 
books, or other documents in 
custody of such persons as the 
Agency may consider fit and 
proper in the circumstances;

d. The Agency shall not exercise the 

power conferred upon it by 

paragraph (b) of this sec�on 

without first obtaining the 

approval of the A�orney General of 

the Federa�on. For the purposes of 



carrying out or enforcing the Act, 

all officers of the Agency involved 

in the enforcement of the 

provisions of the Act shall have the 

same powers, authority and 

privileges  (including power to 

carry arms) as are given by law to 

the members of the Nigeria Police.

1.3 OPERATIONAL SCOPE

 The NDLEA is the main organ of 

the GON responsible for the 

control of illicit drug produc�on, 

trafficking and abuse. It also plays 

a leading and coordina�ng role in 

drug demand reduc�on, drug 

control policy formula�on and 

implementa�on in the country. 

Established in 1989, the Agency 

has had ten (10) Chief Execu�ves 

to date. The Na�onal 

Headquarters of the NDLEA is 

located at No. 6, Port-Harcourt 

Crescent, Off Gimbya Street, Area 

11, Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 

Abuja.
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1. Prosecu�on of suspects on illicit drugs crime and money laundering linked with 
drugs trafficking and other related cases

2. Custodian of all legal documents of the Agency
3. Represents the Agency in all li�ga�on suits
4. Liaise with Federal Ministry of Jus�ce on all legal ma�ers 
5. Engages with Na�onal Assembly and other relevant MDAs and stakeholders 

on legal ma�ers
6. Guides the Agency on possible and relevant areas that need amendment in 

the NDLEA Acts.
7. Liaise with other stakeholders for partnership

1.         DIRECTORATE OF PROSECUTION AND LEGAL SERVICES 

1. Coordina�on of the Agency's Annual Work Plan in line with the 
Na�onal Drug Control Master Plan (NDCMP).

2. Facilitates the conduct of relevant research studies.
3. Collects, collate analyse and disseminate relevant data.
4. Facilitates data driven decision making.
5. Facilitates the procurement of relevant logis�cs and infrastructure.
6. Iden�fies exis�ng equipment, assets, infrastructure and resource. 

2.         DIRECTORATE OF PLANNING RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 

KEY FUNCTIONS:

KEY FUNCTIONS:

The Agency has sixteen (16) established directorates, fourteen (14) zonal commands, nine (9) 

autonomous Units. It also has 36 State Commands and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 

Command. This is in addi�on to twelve (12) Special Area Commands (SAC) located at the 

na�on's interna�onal airports, sea ports and land borders. 

ADMINISTRATION 

NDLEA DIRECTORATES 
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1. Iden�fies the training and manpower capacity needs of every directorate/ Command/Unit 
and develop training modules (or curricular) for all cadres of the Agency.

2. Facilitates the implementa�on of all Agency's training ma�ers, seminars and professional 
conferences

3. In conjunc�on with NDLEA Academy, it conducts the training of Personnel.

4.         DIRECTORATE OF TRAINING AND MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT 

KEY FUNCTIONS:

5.         DIRECTORATE OF ADMINISTRATION AND ESTABLISHMENT 

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. The Directorate is responsible for strengthening the general administra�on process of the 
Agency, determining the Human Resource requirement of the Agency and obtaining 
establishment for same.

3. It addresses welfare issues involving staff in all categories; keeping records of all 
establishment ma�ers and the Agency Tenders Board Mee�ng Resolu�ons.

6.         DIRECTORATE OF ASSETS AND FINANCIAL INVESTIGATIONS

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. The Directorate is saddled with the responsibility of detec�ng and inves�ga�ng drug 
related money laundering ac�vi�es, as well as the tracing, seizure and inves�ga�on of 
suspected proceeds of illicit drugs to facilitate confisca�on.

2. It streamlines its ac�vi�es to align with FATF standards and best prac�ces in all 
inves�ga�ons.

3. It represents the Agency in her interac�on with relevant sister law enforcement and 
security agencies, other government Ministries, Department and Agencies (MDAs), and 
interna�onal organiza�ons, so as to fashion out Nigeria's AML policies and enforcement 
mechanisms that will be in line the global efforts and standards. 

1. Coordinates the Agency's opera�ons and inves�ga�on ac�vi�es in all forma�ons.

2. Coordinates the ac�vi�es of ve�ng and visa clearance for intending travellers to 

drug source countries.

3.           DIRECTORATE OF OPERATIONS AND GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS

KEY FUNCTIONS:



NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

23

1. The Directorate of Drug Demand Reduc�on is responsible for the entrenchment of an�-
drug culture in the society. 

2. It rou�nely conducts Drug Abuse Preven�ve Educa�on (DAPE) programmes such as 
seminars, workshops, and awareness campaigns. It also develops drug abuse preven�ve 
educa�on curricula for schools across the country.  

3. Furthermore, the directorate is also in charge of Treatment and Rehabilita�on programme 
of NDLEA.

4. It interfaces with NGOs involved in drug demand ac�vi�es, while it con�nuously conducts 
specialized research that gives insights into pa�erns and trends, strategies and techniques 
to curb drug abuse.

1. The key mandate of this Directorate is the collec�on, colla�on and analysis of Drug related 
informa�on for produc�on of ac�onable intelligence, as a structural and efficient strategy 
to enable the Agency target mid/high level drug traffickers. 

2. Ensures proac�ve policing and target for destruc�on, dismantling or disrup�on of criminal 
networks in drug trafficking and produc�on.

8.         DIRECTORATE OF DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION

KEY FUNCTIONS:

9.         DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE 

KEY FUNCTIONS:

7.         DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL SERVICES

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. Manages the assets of the Agency
2. Supervises Agency's projects to ensure compliance with specifica�ons and standards.
3. Coordinates structural and technical projects of the Agency.
4. Take custody, inventory and maintenance of Agency's proper�es/items.
5. Manages the ICT programmes across the Agency's forma�ons.

1. Facilitates Intelligence gathering for proac�ve measures in ac�vi�es of illicit drug 
traffickers.

2. Coordinates Interdic�on ac�vi�es at Seaports
3. Monitors and analyses trends of illicit drug trafficking and concealment
4. Keep records of opera�ons and report all ac�vi�es of arrests, seizures and prosecu�on of 

suspects 
5. Collaborates with relevant organisa�ons on opera�ons. 
6. Manages the Seaport Database

10.       DIRECTORATE OF SEAPORT OPERATIONS

KEY FUNCTIONS:
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1. Coordinates the financial/ accoun�ng system of the Agency
2. Manages the payroll system of the Agency and interface with Federal Ministry of Finance 

and the Office of the Account General of the Federa�on/ Integrated Personnel Payroll 
System (IPPS).

3. Prepara�on of Annual Budget for the Agency
4. Manages the financial records/ treasury of the Agency
5. Coordinates all the receipts and payment of finances in the Agency
6. Prepara�on of Annual Financial Report for the Agency

12.        DIRECTORATE OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

KEY FUNCTIONS:

13.       DIRECTORATE OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS/ PROVOST MARSHALL

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. Ensures security of the Agency's proper�es 
2. Provides care and custody for suspects
3. Enforces Agency's disciplinary measures

14.       DIRECTORATE OF SPECIAL DUTIES/STRIKE FORCE

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. Handles sensi�ve and special opera�ons 
2. Provides cover for commands in dangerous or difficult assignment/ opera�ons
3. Provides cover for NDLEA’s vital installa�ons
4. Dislodges/ raids iden�fied black spots 

1. Facilitates intelligence gathering for proac�ve measures in ac�vi�es of illicit drug 
traffickers.

2. Coordinates interdic�on ac�vi�es at Airports.
3. Monitors and analyzes trends of illicit drug trafficking and concealment
4. Keep records of opera�ons and report all ac�vi�es of arrests, seizures and prosecu�on 

of suspects 
5. Collaborates with relevant organiza�ons on opera�ons. 
6. Manages the Airport Database

11.       DIRECTORATE OF AIRPORT OPERATIONS

KEY FUNCTIONS:

15.        DIRECTORATE OF FORENSIC AND CHEMICAL MONITORING

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. The Directorate analyzes and iden�fies narco�cs, psychotropic substances and controlled 
chemicals.

2. It gives expert evidence in Court in furtherance of successful prosecu�on of drugs cases. 
3. The Directorate also monitors precursor/ controlled chemicals to prevent diversion and 

facilitates the dismantling of clandes�ne laboratories.
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AUTONOMOUS UNITS:
I. Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer's Office
ii. Office of the Secretary to the Agency
iii. Lagos Liaison Services 
iv. Chairman's Monitoring Team
v. External Affairs 
vi. Na�onal Drug Control Strategy (NDCS)/Inter-ministerial Drug Control Secretariat 
vii. Internal Audit 
viii. Procurement
ix. Sensi�ve Intelligence Unit

1.4    AGENCY PERSONNEL  
The agency's staff strength, as at December 31, 2022, stands at seven thousand, five hundred and 
eleven (7,511). The officers and men are deployed at the NHQ Abuja, 63 field opera�onal 
commands, the Training Academy in Jos and Lagos Liaison Services in the discharge of their 
statutory mandate. 

16.       DIRECTORATE OF MEDIA AND ADVOCACY 

KEY FUNCTIONS:

1. Manages and projects the image of the Agency and leadership
2. Handles rela�onship with the public and the Media 
3. Produc�on of Agency's quarterly magazine and weekly Television magazine programme 

tagged ''NDLEA Today''
4. Provides and coordinates media coverage for all ac�vi�es of the Agency.
5. Organizes Press Interviews, Radio/ TV programmes and Press Releases on the opera�ons of 

the Agency and its leadership
6. Coordinates Internal events/ programmes
7. Handles Inter-Agency liaison 
8. Coverage of court trials of suspects
9. Produc�on of documentaries 



SENIOR CADRE

RANK MALE FEMALE TOTAL

DCGN
ACGN
CN
DCN
ACN
CSN
SN
DSN
ASN I
ASN II

8
25
88
179
399
679
481
329
324
1968

3
12
26
52
102
154
120
115
106
473

11
37
114
231
501
833
601
444
430
2441

TOTAL 4,480 1,163 5,643

STAFF DISPOSITION BY RANK AND GENDER AS AT DECEMBER 2022
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SENIOR STAFF DISPOSITION BY RANK AND GENDER

0
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JUNIOR CADRE

RANK MALE FEMALE TOTAL

CNA 777 157 934

SNA 574 91 665

NA 786 95 881

NAS I 887 134 1021

NAS II 264 23 287

NAS III 0 0 0
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SUMMARY

CADRE MALE FEMALE TOTAL

SENIOR CADRE 4480 1163 5643

JUNIOR CADRE 3288 500 3788

TOTAL 7,768 1,663 9,431
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Director, 

Planning Research & Statistics

Ahmed Sule Ningi
Director, 
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Intelligence



Chinyere Obijuru, fsi
Director, 

Training & Manpower Development

Epeso Ezekiel Ngale
Director, 

Technical Services

Sani Ibrahim Sani, fdc
Director, 

Administration & Establishment

Ogundipe Margaret O.
Director, 

Forensic  & Chemical Monitoring 

Ngozi Madubuike, PhD
Director, 

Drug Demand Reduction

Barr. Ibrahim Abdul, PhD
Director, 

Assets & Financial Investigation
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Director, 

Internal Affairs/Provost Marshal

Abdullahi Shittu
Director, 

Finance & Account
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Director, 

Airport Operations

Femi Babafemi
Director, 
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... 2022 Opera�onal Results
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2.0  DRUG SUPPLY SUPPRESSION

The year 2022 witnessed some outstanding 
results in drug supply reduc�on. One of such 
was  the d ismant l ing  of  two major 
clandes�ne laboratories in Lagos and 
A n a m b r a  S t a t e s ,  w h e r e  c r y s t a l 
methamphetamine, popularly known as 
Mkpuru Mmiri in local parlance, was being 
produced.

A�er several months of painstaking 
survei l lance,  the cartel  behind the 
methamphetamine scourge was brought 
down with the arrest of two kingpins and a 
cook. The first laboratory, located in the 
Victoria Garden City (VGC) Estate of Lekki, 
Lagos, is owned by a suspected baron, Chris 
Emeka Nzewi, while the second, in the Nise 
c o m m u n i t y  o f  A w k a  S o u t h  l o c a l 
government area of Anambra State, is 
allegedly owned by Paul Ozoemenam. The 
owners of these two illicit meth laboratories 
were successfully arrested alongside one 
Sunday Ukah from Aba, Abia State, who was 
the cook or chemist that produced the drugs 
for them.

Similarly, the agency recorded a cocaine 
haul with the discovery of a major 
warehouse in a secluded estate in the 
Ikorodu area of Lagos State, where 2.1 tons 
(2,139.5 kilograms) of cocaine worth more 
t h a n   $ 2 7 8 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0  o r  a b o u t 
N194,775,000,000 in street value were 
seized. Four suspected drug kingpins, 
including a Jamaican and the warehouse 
manager, were arrested in the well-
coordinated and intelligence-led opera�on.

The kingpins of the cocaine cartel include 
Messrs Soji Jibril, 69, an indigene of Ibadan, 
Oyo State; Emmanuel Chukwu, who hails 
from Ekwulobia, Anambra State; Wasiu 
Akinade, from Ibadan, Oyo State; Sunday 
Oguntelure, from Oki�pupa, Ondo State; 

and Kelvin Smith, a na�ve of Kingston, 
Jamaica .  They  are  members  o f  an 
interna�onal drug syndicate that the agency 
has been trailing since 2018.

In a related development, the agency also 
discovered an expansive mansion in Lagos 
where about 13 million tramadol pills with a 
street value of N8.8 billion were confiscated. 
The billionaire owner of the mansion where 
the drugs were recovered, Ugochukwu 
Nsofor Chukwukadibia, is currently  on trial. 
A search of the expansive mansion led to the 
discovery of 443 cartons of tramadol 
hydrochloride 225 mg, which contained 13, 
451, 466 pills of the pharmaceu�cal opioids. 

A drug warehouse owned and operated by a 
suspected baroness in Warri, Delta State, 
Bridget Oghenekevwe Emeka, also known 
as Mama, was arrested by NDLEA agents. 
The drug warehouse, located within a 
pala�al mansion owned by the 59-year-old 
drug baroness, is used to distribute drugs 
like crack cocaine, methamphetamine, and 
o t h e r  i l l i c i t  s u b s t a n c e s .  S h e  w a s 
apprehended with some of her accomplices 
at her expansive residence and drug bunker.  

The daily successes con�nued culmina�ng 
in the arrests of 14,152 suspected drug 
traffickers, with a total of 2,145,336 
kilograms of narco�c drugs. The breakdown 
of the seized drugs is as follows, Cannabis -
2,057,020.05 kilograms; Cocaine - 2,540.01 
kilograms; Heroin - 65.19 kilograms; 
Methamphetamine - 669.90 kilograms and 
Tramadol - 42,808.48 kilograms;  Others are 
Rophynol - 432.14 kilograms; Codeine -
15,858.21 kilograms; Diazepam - 2,289.13 
kilograms; and Psychotropic substances  
23,653.18 kilograms. A total of 379.204 
hectares of cannabis farms were discovered 
and destroyed in eleven (11) States.
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ARRESTS BY COMMANDS

MALE FEMALE TOTAL

170 15 185

508 20 528

300 47 347

108 11 119

371 9 380

143 24 167

144 20 164

453 13 466

156 21 177

207 34 241

276 50 326

363 98 461

140 29 169

131 5 136

732 29 761

276 21 297

152 30 182

448 12 460

1169 54 1223

1060 32 1088

1126 25 1141

192 8 200

275 28 303

359 58 417

427 52 479

99 1 100

130 2 132

228 40 268

227 62 289

249 43 292

414 57 471

786 38 824

255 53 308

175 2 177

COMMANDS

213 7 220

178 3 181

59 1 60

147 36 183

CPC

14 1 15

ABIA 

ADAMAWA

AKWA-IBOM

ANAMBRA

BAUCHI

BAYELSA

BENUE

BORNO

CROSS RIVER 

DELTA

EBONYI

EDO

EKITI

ENUGU

FCT

GOMBE

IMO

JIGAWA

KADUNA

KANO

KATSINA

KEBBI

KOGI

KWARA

LAGOS

NASARAWA

NIGER

OGUN

ONDO

OYO

OSUN

PLATEAU

RIVERS

SOKOTO

TARABA

YOBE

ZAMFARA

MMIA Command Lagos 

NAIA Command Abuja 

MAKIA Command Kano

AIIA Command Enugu

PIA Command Portharcourt

Apapa Seaport Lagos 

Tincan Seaport Lagos

Portharcourt Seaport Command

SEME Border Command

Idiroko Border Command

DOGI

4 0 4

3 1 4

5 0 5

11 2 13

17 2 19

5 0 5

84 24 108

11 1 12

0 0 0

25 4 29

WPC 1 1 2

14,15213,026 1,126TOTAL
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ARRESTS BY GEO-POLITICAL ZONE

NORTH CENTRAL 2539 177 2716 19.19163
NORTH EAST 1999 73 2072 14.64104
NORTH WEST 4233 134 4367 30.85783
SOUTH EAST 840 112 952 6.726964
SOUTH WEST 1980 352 2332 16.47824
SOUTH SOUTH 1435 278 1713 12.1043

GEO-POLITICAL ZONE                        MALE FEMALE TOTAL PERCENTAGE

TOTAL 13,026 1,126 14,152 100

ARRESTS BY GEO POLITICAL ZONES

MMIA Command Lagos 147 36

NAIA Command Abuja 14 1

MAKIA Command Kano 4 0

AIIA Command Enugu 3 1

PHIA Command Portharcourt 5 0

183

15

4

4

5

ARRESTS AT THE AIRPORTS

COMMAND MALE FEMALE TOTAL

TOTAL 173 38 211
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DRUG SEIZURES BY GEO-POLITICAL ZONES:2022

GEO-POLITICAL ZONE                        TOTAL PERCENTAGE

NORTH CENTRAL 156,862.1473 7.311775281

NORTH EAST 7,226.570557 0.336850291

NORTH WEST 42,799.50931 1.995002615

SOUTH EAST 6,103.51659 0.284501663

SOUTH WEST 1,335,657.881 62.25868026

SOUTH SOUTH 596,686.6736 27.81320379

TOTAL 2,145,336.298 100.0000139

THE BAR CHART OF DRUG SEIZURES BY GEO-POLITICAL ZONES 
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25000

MMIA Command 
Lagos 

NAIA Command
Abuja 

MAKIA Command 
Kano

AIIA Command 
Enugu

PIA Command 
Portharcourt

AIRPORT COMMAND SEIZURES

AIRPORT COMMAND SEIZURES

AIRPORT TOTAL SEIZURES PERCENTAGE

MMIA Command Lagos 21607.8 97.9

NAIA Command Abuja 70.1 0.3

MAKIA Command Kano 369.6 1.7

AIIA Command Enugu 6.7 0.0

PHIA Command Portharcourt 12.7 0.1

TOTAL 2,2067.0 100.0
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NOTE: 

The above table indicates that 33.07% of the suspected drugs seized during the year were 

heading to Lagos, Nigeria followed by Dubai, UAE, 31.50% and United Kingdom, 7.87%.

DESTINATION OF DRUG COURIERS ARRESTED AT MMIA, LAGOS

   

S/NO

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22. 

DESTINATION

NIGERIA 

DUBAI (UAE)

UNITED KINGDOM

NOT ASSIGNED

ITALY 

ETHIOPIA 

MALAYSIA

SAUDI ARABIA

TOGO

TURKEY

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SOUTH AFRICA

PAKISTAN

GAMBIA

GUINEA CONAKRY

KENYA

BRAZIL

OMAN

TURKEY

MOROCCO

LIBERIA

QATAR

TOTAL

FREQUENCY

42

40 

10

9

3

3

2

2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

127

PERCENTAGE 

33.07 

31.50 

7.87 

7.08 

2.36 

2.36 

1.57 

1.57 

1.57 

1.57 

0.79

0.79 

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

100
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AIRLINES USED BY TRAFFICKERS ARRESTED AT MMIA, LAGOS

S/NO

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12. 

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

 AIRLINE 

ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES

NOT ASSIGNED

QATAR AIRLINES

EMIRATES 

TURKISH AIRLINES

AIRPEACE 

ROYAL AIR MAROC

BRITISH AIRWAYS

DHL 

RWANDA AIR  

DELTA AIR  

SOUTH AFRICA AIRLINES

ASKY

EGYPT AIR  

KENYAN AIRWAY

DANA AIRLINE

LUFTHANSA

ANGOLAN AIRLINE

MIDDLE EAST AIRLINE

TOTAL

FREQUENCY 

29

27

17

9

8

7

6 

5 

3 

3 

2  

2 

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

126

 
PERCENTAGE

23.02

21.43

13.49

7.14

6.35

5.56

4.76

3.97

2.38

2.38

1.59

1.59

1.59

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

100

Within the year under review, Ethiopian Airlines (23.02%) and Qatar Airways (13.49%) were the 
most frequently used airlines by drug couriers, while 21.43% of the total seizures made at the cargo 
shed were not assigned to any Airline
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2.1 VISA CLEARANCE 2022

The visa clearance policy was introduced to conduct in-depth ve�ng of applicants 
who desire to travel to some drug source countries. The countries include Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Brazil, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Russia. This is based 
on the cordial rela�onship between Nigeria and these countries. In the year under 
review, a total of 2,383 applica�ons were received out of which 2,321 were cleared, 
none was rejected, and 62 pending. The pending cases are those with incomplete 
records and documenta�on, but they will be treated as soon as the administra�ve 
condi�ons are met.

SUMMARY OF REQUESTS FOR VISA CLEARANCE IN 2022

     

JANUARY         80     80    -    -  

FEBRUARY       145   145    -    -  

MARCH         91     91    -    -  

APRIL         82     82    -    -  

MAY       190   190    -    -  

JUNE       185   185    -    -  

JULY       172   168    -    4  

AUGUST       315   306    -    9  

SEPTEMBER       280   259    -  21  

OCTOBER       320   315    -    5  

NOVEMBER       298   288    -  10  

DECEMBER       225   212    -  13  

TOTAL 2,383 2,321 - 62

MONTH RECEIVED CLEARED REJECTED KIV
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2.2 DRUG DEPORTEES
The Agency received 97 Nigerian na�onals that were deported from fourteen countries 
over drug related offences. The deportees were appropriately debriefed, documented 
and released.

  

1.

 

Thailand

 

73

 

75.26

2.

 

Au stria

 

6

 

6.19

3.

 

China 

 

3

 

3.09

4.

 

France

 

3

 

3.09

5.

 

UAE

 

2

 

2.06

6.

 

Canada 

 

2

 

2.06

7.

 

USA

 

1

 

1.03

8.

 

Spain 

 

1

 

1.03

9. Turkey 1 1.03

10. Senegal 1 1.03

11. Uganda 1 1.03

12. Italy  1 1.03

13. Kenya 1 1.03

14. Malaysia 1 1.03

14. Spain 1 1.03 

TOTAL 97 100%

SERIAL NO. COUNTRY NO OF 

DEPORTEES

PERCENTAGE

NUMBER OF VISA APPLICANTS FROM 2018 - 2022

TOTAL 8,543

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

1,974

2,523

652

1,011

2,383

Number of Applicants

BREAKDOWN OF DEPORTATION 
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3.0 INTERDICTION SUMMARY 

he Agency in 2022 arrested 14,152 Tsuspected drug traffickers, made 
up of 13,026 males and 1126 

females. The total quan�ty of drugs 
seized stood at 2,145,336 kilograms. The 
breakdown of the seized drugs is as 
fo l l o ws .  C a n n a b i s  2 , 0 5 7 , 0 2 0 . 0 5 
kilograms, Cocaine2,540.01 kilograms, 
H e r o i n ,  6 5 . 1 9  k i l o g r a m s , 
Methamphetamine 669.90 kilograms 
and Tramadol 42,808.48 kilograms.  
Others are Rophynol 432.14 kilograms, 
Codeine 15,858.21 kilograms, Diazepam 
2,289.13 kilograms and others (Khat, 
Goskolo, Monkey-tail, etc.) 23,653.18 
kilograms. A total of 379.204 hectares of 
cannabis farms were discovered in 
eleven (11) States. 

However, in 2021 the agency arrested 
12,306 suspected drug traffickers, made 
up of 11,314 males and 992 females. The 

total quan�ty of drugs seized stood at 
3,480,368kilograms. The breakdown of 
the seized drugs is as follows. Cannabis 
3,369,246 kilograms, Cocaine, 326.05 
kilograms, Heroin, 122.55 kilograms, 
Methamphetamine 76.69kilograms and 
Tramadol 32,709.43 kilograms.  Others 
are Rophynol 87.76 kilograms, Codeine 
68,198.98 kilograms, Diazepam 1,814.53 
kilograms and others 7795.04 kilograms. 
a total of 405.705 hectares of cannabis 
farms were discovered in eleven (11) 
States. 

The figures above show an increase of 15 
percent in the number of drug suspects 
arrested and a decrease of 38 percent in 
drug seizures made in 2022, when 
compared to 2021. 
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CANNABIS FARM DISTRUCTION

0.0001

1

8.4935

37.366976

25.952714

0.05

5

15

281

3.851

1.49

379.20429

HECTARES

0.36

3600

30576.6

134521.1136

93429.7704

180

18000

54000

1011600

13863.6
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3.1        DRUG TRAFFICKING AND ABUSE TRENDS

he drug produc�on, trafficking, Ta n d  a b u s e  p a � e r n s  h a v e 

remained rela�vely stable in the 

year under review. Cannabis cul�va�on 

is s�ll high in Ondo, Osun, Eki�, Oyo, 

Ogun, Edo, and Delta. The dried weeds 

are usually stored in illegal warehouses. 

Different means of concealment are 

then used in smuggling the drug to other 

states for local consump�on, while 

some are packaged for export.

Illicit produc�on of methamphetamine 

was found in Lagos State, South West, 

and Anambra State, South East, where it 

was discovered previously. This was the 

result of painstaking and protracted 

undercover opera�ons. The seizures of 

methamphetamine a�est  to the 

ac�vi�es of the cartel. However, in order 

to nip the illicit produc�on of crystal 

methamphetamine in the bud, the 

agency  successfu l ly  t raced  and 

dismantled two laboratories. One of 

them was opera�ng in Victoria Garden 

City, Lagos, while the other was in 

Anambra. Both laboratories were 

p r o d u c i n g  t h e  d r u g  f o r  l o c a l 

consump�on and export.

Tradi�onal trafficking routes have also 

remained rela�vely stable. Cocaine is 

imported  f rom South  Amer ican 

countries, par�cularly Brazil, Bolivia, 

Peru, and Chile. It is also imported into 

Nigeria through land borders from Addis 

Ababa, Doha, and Cote d'Ivoire (the 

West Coast). Cocaine is exported from 

Nigeria to the United Kingdom, other 

European na�ons, the UAE, and South 

Africa, among others.

Heroin is imported from Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Myanmar, and Mexico. It is 

also exported to the US, the United 

K i n g d o m ,  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a . 

Methamphetamine is produced in 

Nigeria and exported to Malaysia, Japan, 

South Africa, the United Kingdom, 

Norway, and the United Arab Emirates.

Cannabis is exported from Nigeria to 

Benin, Niger, Ghana, Cameron, Togo, the 

United Arab Emirates, the United 

Kingdom, and South Africa. However, 

cannabis brands like Loud & Colorado 

are imported from the USA and Canada, 

while Skunk is imported mainly from 

Ghana. Pharmaceu�cal opioids like 

Tramadol and codeine cough syrup are 

imported from Pakistan and India. It is 

also exported to Europe.

Khat is imported from East Africa, 

Mozambique, Kenya, and Israel, while it 

is exported from Nigeria to Europe and 

America. The agency will con�nue to 

monitor the illicit drug produc�on, 

trafficking, and abuse trends in the 

country as it offers las�ng solu�ons to 

the global problem.
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4.0 ASSETS AND FINANCIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

Drug barons in 2022 suffered a heavy defeat with the seizure of drugs worth several billions of 

naira. A total of seven hundred and three (703) bank accounts under inves�ga�on were frozen. 

The agency also impounded 62 vehicles, 82 proper�es and 75 companies linked to suspected 

deals in narco�cs. 

ASSETS & FINANCIAL 
INVESTIGATION

Number of confisca�on/frozen 
orders obtained

65  

Cash seizures and frozen bank 
accounts balances

N1,057,657,202.50
$561,800.87
EURO C 809,650.00

Number of bank accounts frozen 703 Bank accounts
frozen

Movable assets 62 Vehicles

 Immovable assets 82 proper�es under 
inves�ga�on and restraint orders 

Businesses 75 Companies under inves�ga�on

SUMMARY OF ASSETS AND FINANCIAL INVESTIGATIONS

ASSETS/ORDERS NUMBER 
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SOME HIGH-PROFILE CASES INVESTIGATED IN 2022

S/N

 

NAME

 

AMOUNTS FROZEN IN 
BANK ACCOUNTS

 

PROPERTIES UNDER 
INTERIM 
FORFEITURE ORDER

 

1

 

Abba Kyari and 5 others, 
inves�gated in connec�on
with their involvement 
in tempering with 
cocaine exhibits

 

N150,000,000.00
(One hundred and fi�y 
million naira),
86 bank accounts frozen

 
 

 

22 Proper�es

 
 

2

 

Mallinson Afam Ukatu 
Inves�gated For Dealing In 
Large Quan��es Of 
Tramadol

 

N459,657,202.50
(Four hundred and fi�y 
nine million, six hundred 
and fi�y-seven thousand, 
two hundred and two naira, 
fi�y kobo) 
120 bank accounts frozen

 

-

 
 

 

25 Proper�es

 
 

3

 

Nsofor Ugochukwu 
Kennedy inves�gated
for dealing in large 
quan�ty of tramadol

 

N105 million and
$470,000.00 so far 
uncovered in 126 bank 
accounts which are frozen

 

 

13 Proper�es
2 Vehicles

 
 

4

 

Akeem Bosode, Wasiu 
Olayinka And Johnson 
Marcus Arrested In 
Connec�on With A 
Major Crack Cocaine 
Seizure In Ikorodu Lagos.

 

N66,000,000.00
(Sixty-six million naira)
9 bank accounts frozen

 

 
 

2 Proper�es

 

5

 

Meshak Bridget 
inves�gated for being the 
baroness behind the drug 
deal in Delta State

 

N53,000,000.00
(Fi�y-three million naira)

 
 

5 Proper�es

 
 

6

 

Alhaji Ademola Afolabi 
Kazeem who was declared 
wanted for drug offences
and eventually arrested.

 

 

N217,000,000.00
(Two hundred and 
seventeen million naira)

 
 

7 Proper�es
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5.0 PROSECUTION/ PUBLIC BURNING 
OF EXHIBITS

The agency diligently prosecuted suspected 
drug traffickers arrested in 2022, leading to 
the convic�on of 2,348 offenders, while 
3,263 cases were pending in court as of 
December 31st, 2022. Those convicted 
include 2,232 males and 116 females. The 
highest number of convic�ons was recorded 
by the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
command with 165 cases won, Lagos State 
command occupied the second posi�on 
with 121 cases; and Kano State command 
took third with 110 convicts for the year 
under review.

The agency publicly destroyed drug exhibits 
whose cases have been concluded in five 
States a�er obtaining destruc�on orders 
from the court. The drugs weighed a total of 
611,542.143kg.

NOTABLE CONVICTIONS

i. Enugu Command: Okechukwu 
Samson Amaechi Male, 16.350kg of 
cannabis, he was convicted and 
sentenced to Fourteen (14) years 

ii. Murtala Muhammed Interna�onal 
Airport: Shosan Ayodele, 13kg 
Cannabis Sa�va sentenced to Seven 

(7) years imprisonment or op�on of 
fine of Two Million Naira only.   

iii. Kano Command: Salisu Ya'u, Four 
Hundred (400) grams of pentazocine, 
Life imprisonment without op�on.

iv. Bauchi Command: Saidu Garba (aka 
Dan Hajiya), 116kg of Cannabis Sa�va 
s e n t e n c e d  S e v e n  ( 7 )  y e a r s 
imprisonment.

v. Bauchi Command: Friday Uambaho, 
265kg of Cannabis Sa�va, Twenty 
(20) years imprisonment.

vi. Kaduna Command: Desmond Isaac, 
3 5 1  g r a m s  o f  Tra m a d o l ,  a n d 
sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.

vii. Oyo State: Obodo Oloma and 
Abdulrazak Majeed, 29.5 kgs of 
Cannabis Sa�va and sentenced to 
Nine (9) years imprisonment.

viii. Oyo State: Alloysius Ajuruchukwu 
Onyekwe, 1.118 kgs of cocaine, 
s e n te n c e d  to  N i n e  ( 9 )  ye a rs 
imprisonment 

ix. Nnamdi Azikiwe Interna�onal 
Airport: Okey Ezeoke, 7.70 kgs of 
Cocaine, and sentenced to Eight (8) 
years imprisonment.

x. F C T  C o m m a n d :  E m m a n u e l 
Igboasoiyi, 300 grams of Cannabis 
Sa�va 15 years or op�on of One 
Million Naira Only.
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S/N COMMAND QUANTITY IN KG  TOTAL  

1. KWARA STATE  
a.  Cocaine  
b.  Heroin  
c.

 
Psychotropics

 d.
 
Cannabis 

 

 
1.822  
0.203  
1,432

 23,174.175
 

 
 

24,609  KG  

2.
 

TARABA STATE
 a.

 
Psychotropics

 b.
 
Cannabis

 

 539.513
 2,646.3

 

 3,185.813 KG
 

3.
 

LAGOS STATE
 a.

 

Cocaine

 b.

 

Cocaine

 c.

 

Heroin

 d.

 

Methamphetamine

 
e.

 

Ephedrine

 
f.

 

Cannabis

 
g.

 

Khat

 

h.

 

Tramadol

 

i.

 

Benylin & Codeine

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

2,112
168,620.519
1,144.8
60,144
311,416.192
10,091.83
273.223
0.000170
8,207.7505

 

 
 
 
 
 

562,010.315 KG

 

4.

 

OYO STATE

 

a.

 

Cannabis 

 

b.

 

Cocaine

 

c.

 

Psychotropics

 

 

16,472.564

 

0.042

 

326.41

 

 

 

16,799.016 KG

 5.

 

AKWA IBOM

 

Amphetamine and others

  

2.768 Tonnes

  

2.768 Tonnes

 
 

PUBLIC DESTRUCTION OF DRUG EXHIBITS IN 2022
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S/NO    STATE MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

1. ABIA 70 2 72 

2. ADAMAWA 68 - 68 

3. AKWA IBOM 37 2 39 

4. ANAMBRA 8 - 8 

5. BAUCHI 38 - 38 

6. BAYELSA - - - 

7. BENUE 28 1 29 

8. BORNO 23 - 23 

9. CROSS RIVER 46 - 46 

10. DELTA 19 - 19 

11.
 

EBONYI
 

20
 

-
 

20
 

12.
 

EDO
 

26
 

3
 

29
 

13.
 

EKITI
 

4
 

-
 

4
 

14.
 

ENUGU
 

48
 

2
 

50
 

15.
 

FCT
 

99
 

2
 

101
 

16.
 

GOMBE
 

13
 

-
 

13
 

17.
 

HQTRS
 

11
 

-
 

11
 

18.
 

IMO
 

30
 

3
 

33
 

19.
 

JIGAWA
 

101
 

1
 

102
 

20.
 

KADUNA
 

41
 

1
 

42
 

21.
 

KANO
 

73
 

-
 

73
 

22.
 

KATSINA
 

56
 

-
 

56
 

23.
 

KOGI
 

11
 

-
 

11
 

24.
 

KWARA
 

28
 

4
 

32
 

25.
 

LAGOS
 

55
 

2
 

57
 

26.
 

NASARAWA
 

24
 

-
 

24
 

27.
 

NIGER
 

64
 

2
 

66
 

28.
 

ONDO
 

36
 

-
 

36
 

29.
 

OSUN
 

6
 

-
 

6
 

30.
 

OYO
 

46
 

1
 

47
 

31.

 

PLATEAU

 

67

 

4

 

71

 

32.

 

RIVERS 

 

13

 

-

 

13

 

33.

 

SOKOTO

 

3

 

-

 

3

 

34.

 

TARABA

 

40

 

1

 

41

 

35.

 

YOBE

 

13

 

-

 

13

 

36.

 

ZAMFARA

 

12

 

-

 

12

 
 

AIRPORTS

    

37.

 

MMIA

 

32

 

9

 

41

 
 

BORDER POSTS

    

38.

 

SEME

 

16

 

9

 

25

 
 

SPECIAL TEAM

    

39.

 

SET

 

10

 

1

 

11

 
 

TOTAL

 

1,335

 

50

 

1,385
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        SUMMARY OF 2022 CONVICTIONS BY COMMANDS
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PROSECUTION SCORE CARD:   2000 - 2022

Year

 

Cases

 

Won

 

Lost

2000

 

1,626

 

1,624

 

2

2001

 

1,172

 

1,172

 

0

2002

 

870

 

870

 

0

2003

 

817

 

817

 

0

2004

 

853

 

853

 

0

2005

 

779

 

779

 

0

2006

 

1,363

 

1,363

 

0

2007

 

1,508

 

1,459

 

49

2008

 

1,720

 

1,712

 

8

2009

 

1,506

 

1,497

 

9

2010

 

1,526

 

1,509

 

17

2011

 

1,501

 

1,491

 

10

2012

 

1,7736

 

1,718

 

18

2013

 

1,871

 

1,865

 

6

2014 2,070 2,054 16

2015 1,731 1,690 41

2016 2,278 2,256 22

2017 1,666 1,621 45

2018 1,230 1,220 10

2019 1,133 1,120 13

2020 1,656 887 12

2021 1,397 1,3 85 12

2022 2,363 2,348 15

Total 33,615 33,305 305

CONVICTION BY GEO-POLITICAL ZONES: 2022

GEO-POLITICAL ZONE MALE FEMALE TOTAL PERCENTAGE (%)

NORTH CENTRAL 527 22 549 23.3816

NORTH EAST 298 7 305 12.98978

NORTH WEST 384 4 388 16.5247

SOUTH EAST 289 15 304 12.94719

SOUTH SOUTH 294 24 318 13.54344

SOUTH WEST 440 44 484 20.61329

TOTAL 2,232 116 2,348 100



rug demand reduc�on involves Din i�a�ng and implemen�ng 
policies and programs to reduce 

illicit demand for drugs. This is the vital 
component that complements drug supply 
control, thereby ensuring a balanced 
approach to narco�c drug management. 
Rou�ne sensi�sa�on programs targe�ng 
different groups, such as youth in school, 
youth out of school, workplace, armed 
forces/paramilitary, religious/worship 
p laces ,  community  members ,  and 
internally displaced persons, were carried 
out.

Interes�ngly, this was done in collabora�on 
with non-governmental organisa�ons/civil 
society groups, and government agencies. 
The agency engaged in sensi�sa�on 
training, workshops, conferences, and 

mee�ngs with stakeholders. During the 
period under review, eight hundred and 
fourteen programs were carried out in 
secondary and higher ins�tu�ons. The 
Katsina state first lady, Hajia Hadiza Bello 
Masari, in partnership with the NDLEA 
Katsina state command, organised a 
Spelling Bee compe��on for secondary 
school students in the state.

Similarly, during the commemora�on of 
the 2022 Interna�onal Day against Drug 
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, the NDLEA, in 
collabora�on with the MTN Founda�on, 
organised a quiz compe��on for ten 
secondary schools across the six geo-
poli�cal zones. Equally, the Akwa Ibom 
State Command organised quiz and 
Spelling Bee compe��ons for ten schools

6.0       DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION 
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Chairman/Chief Execu�ve Officer of NDLEA, Brig.Gen. MB Marwa (Retd.) OFR at the Ini�a�ve Against 
Addic�on and Substance Abuse in Nigeria (IAASAN) 2022 annual conference where he delivered a 
special address and was presented excellence in leadership award by IAASAN Board Chairman and Etsu 
Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya Abubakar at the Nigerian Army Resource Centre, Asokoro, Abuja August 18,2022. 
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SN

 

PROGRAM

 
TOTAL 

NO.

 MALE

 

FEMALE

 

TOTAL

 

1
 

YOUTH IN 

SCHOOL
 814

 
75 ,034

 
85,065

 
160 ,099

2
 

YOUTH OUT 

OF SCHOOL
 242

   
73 ,377

 

3
 

COMMUNITY 

BASED
 

44 3
 

23, 800
 

9,709
 

33, 509
 

4
 

WORKPLACE
 
252

 
12 ,390

 
9,794

 
22 ,184

 

5
 

WO RSHIP 

PLACES  
250

 
16,019

 
11,342

 
27,361

 

5  MEDIA  15 6     

6  ARMED 

FORCES  

96  1,0 87  2,0 99  3,187  

 TOTAL  2, 253  12 8,330  11 8,008  319,717
 

6.1 DATA COLLECTION AND RESEARCH
The agency collects treatment demand data from its counselling and rehabilita�on centres 
across the country, which forms part of the report of the Nigeria Epidemiological Network on 
Drug Use (NENDU) and the West Africa Epidemiological Network on Drug Use (WENDU). 
Importantly, this report forms the basis for the ini�a�on of culturally relevant policies and 
programs by the agency. The aggregate data on treatment demand shows that data was 
collected from 2,352 clients, out of which 821 were residen�al and 1,531 were offered brief 
interven�on.

SEX  RESIDENTIAL  NON -

RESIDENTIAL  

TOTAL 

CLIENTS

MALE
 

801
 

1,394
 

2,195  
FEMALE

 
15

 
137

 
152

 
TOTAL 821 1,531 2,352

SUMMARY OF SENSITISATION PROGRAMS 
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DATA OF COUNSELLED CASES

 
MALE

 
FEMALE

 
11

 
8

  249

 

25

38

 

 
29

 

1

 

2

232

 

45

45

 

5

 

 

3

 

104

 

9

  

2

 

  

85

 

10

 

2

 

62

 

1

1

 

3

 

108

 

22

1

 

220 7

104 2

95

 NON -

RESIDENTIAL

 

 
1,394 137

 
77

 

44

 

287

 

72

 

18

 

38

 

2

 

280

 

50

 

32

 

6

 

3

 

175

 

84

 

101

 

49

 

97

 

20

 

4

 

66

 

3

 

3

 

140

 

10

67

54

299

106

95

70

 TOTAL

 

 
2,352

58

 

44

13

 

34

18

8

3

32

6

62

84

99

49

2

20

2

 

3

2

10

9

67

54

73

70

806

57

 

42

13

 

34

18

8

3

32

6

62

83

99

44

2

20

2

 

3

2

10

9

67

54

72

65

806

19

 274

 

38

30

277

3

113

2

95

2

 

63

1

130

1

227

806

106

95

3

50

2

GRAND 

  
MALE

 
FEMALE

1
 

ABIA
  

1

2

 

ADAMAWA

 

2

3

 

AKWA 

IBOM

 

  

4

 

ANAMBRA

  
5

 

BAUCHI

   
6

 

BENUE

   
7

 

CROSS 

RIVER

 

  8

 

EDO

   

9

 

EKITI

   

10

 

ENUGU

   

11

 

IMO

   

12

 

JIGAWA

   

13

 

KADUNA

   

14

 

KANO

  

1

15

 

KATSINA

   

16

 

KEBBI

  

5

17

 

KOGI

   

18

 

KWARA

   

19

 

LAGOS

   

20

 

NASARAWA

  

21

 

NIGER

   

22

 

NHQS

   

23

 

ONDO

   

24

 

OYO

   

25 PLATEAU

26 RIVERS

27 SOKOTO 1

30 TARABA

31 YOBE

32 FCT 5

S/NO.  STATE  RESIDENTIAL

    

    
TOTAL 15

TOTAL TOTAL
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0

500

1000

NORTH CENTRAL NORTH EAST NORTH WEST SOUTH EAST SOUTH SOUTH SOUTH WEST

NUMBER OF COUNSELLED CLIENTS PER GEO-POLITICAL ZONE

NUMBER OF COUNSELLED CLIENTS FOR THE YEAR 2022 PER GEO-POLITICAL ZONE

GEO-POLITICAL ZONE MALE FEMALE TOTAL PERCENTAGE (%)

NORTH CENTRAL 347 17 364 15.47619048

NORTH EAST 259 4 263 11.18197279

NORTH WEST 688 23 711 30.22959184

SOUTH EAST 178 9 187 7.950680272

SOUTH SOUTH 551 72 623 26.48809524

SOUTH WEST 177 27 204 8.673469388

TOTAL 2,200 152 2,352 100

6.2 24/7 TOLL-FREE HELPLINE

he NDLEA launched a 24/7 toll-free helpline to provide counselling and treatment Tservices to members of the public. There is a team of experts who offers services in 
English, Pidgin, Hausa, Yoruba, and Igbo. The beauty of the centre is that calls are free and 

callers' confiden�ality is guaranteed.

ROUTINE SERVICES AT THE CENTRE INCLUDE

24/7 dedicated toll-free line

Weekday and weekend services

Language-sensi�ve services (English, Hausa, Yoruba, Igbo, and Pidgin)

Online counselling (virtual counselling and chat therapy)

Online and telephone-based assessment of complaints

Provision of biopsychosocial resource materials and educa�on

Na�onal referrals to treatment centres (Federal, State and NDLEA).

Forwarding of drug dealing reports to appropriate quarters
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7.0 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL MASTER PLAN (NDCMP) SECRETARIAT

In accordance with the coordina�on and monitoring func�ons, the NDCMP Secretariat 
facilitated the development of the NDCMP Opera�onal Plan. Progress was also monitored in the 
implementa�on of the plan in 2022.

 
Also within the period under review, a total of one hundred and seventy-three (173) ac�vi�es 
were mapped out across the four (4) strategic pillars of the NDCMP for implementa�on.

ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR YEAR 2022

Supply Reduc�on
Strategic Pillar
No of ac�vi�es
Planned: 49

Drug Demand 
Reduc�on Strategic 

Pillar
No of ac�vi�es 

Planned: 58

Governance and 
Coordina�on
Strategic Pillar
No of ac�vi�es 
planned: 28

Access to Controlled 
Medicines Strategic 

Pillar
No of ac�vi�es 

planned: 38
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HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED
 
1. The NDCMP secretariat facilitated the conduct of sensi�sa�on programs on the NDCMP 

for NDLEA officers across 12 NDLEA forma�ons. The sensi�sa�on was also extended to 
stakeholders, including members of the State Drug Control Commi�ees (SDCC).

 
2. To boost effec�ve communica�on on the NDCMP, Informa�on Educa�on 

Communica�on (IEC) materials on the NDCMP 2021-2025 were produced and 
distributed.

 
3. The NDCMP monitoring framework was developed in 2022 by the NDCMP secretariat in 

collabora�on with members of the NDCMP Technical Working Group (TWG). To u�lise 
this NDCMP framework effec�vely, a capacity-building program on "how to u�lise the 
monitoring framework" was carried out for NDLEA officers across NDLEA directorates, 
both at the Na�onal Headquarters in Abuja and the Lagos liaison office. By the end of 
the last quarter of the year 2022, a total of sixty-six (66) officers had developed their 
skills on how to u�lise the NDCMP repor�ng template.

 
4. To assess the status of progress made in the implementa�on of the NDCMP in 2022, the 

NDCMP Technical Working Group (TWG) mee�ng was held within the 3rd quarter of the 
year. The members of the NDCMP TWG include the Na�onal Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA), the Na�onal Agency for Food and Drug Administra�on and Control 
(NAFDAC), the Federal Ministry of Health (FMOH), the Federal Ministry of Educa�on 
(FMOE), and the Na�onal Agency for the Control of AIDS (NACA). The representa�ves of 
UNODC were also present at the mee�ng.

 
5. As part of its ad hoc du�es, the NDCMP secretariat collected and collated informa�on 

from stakeholders. It also facilitated the comple�on of the UNODC Annual Report 
Ques�onnaire (ARQ).



NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

66

DRUG TYPE
 

SAMPLE 

TESTED

ATS

 
306

CANNABIS

 

2,405

COCAINE

 

227

CODEINE

 

129

OPIATES

 

93

NEGATIVE

 

344

HEROIN

 

124

PSYCHOTROPICS 744

PRECURSOR 

CHEMICALS

2

NPS 12

TRAMADOL 379

KLATHA -EDULUS 1

KETAMINE 1

ADULTRANTS 1

TOTAL 4,768

8.0 FORENSIC ANALYSIS
uring the period under review, the forensic and chemical monitoring directorate Dconducted analysis on a total of four thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight(4,768) 
drug samples both at the na�onal headquarters and various commands na�onwide. 

The breakdown is shown in the table below:
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he agency within the year under Treview successfully facilitated 

several capacity-building programs 

geared towards improving the efficiency 

and overall produc�vity of officers and 

men. The impact of these programs can be 

seen in the record number of arrests, drug 

seizures, prosecu�ons, and drug demand 

reduc�on ac�vi�es.

There was increased support from local and 

interna�onal collaborators. Some of the 

funded training was advanced by France, 

the United States of America, Germany, the 

U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ,  S i n g a p o r e ,  t h e 

Netherlands, and Thailand. Others are 

Senegal, Ghana, Egypt, the European 

Union, the United Na�ons Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC), the Interna�onal 

Organiza�on for Migra�on (IOM), and the 

Konrad Adenauer Founda�on (S��ung).

Officers par�cipated in the Senior Execu�ve 

Strategic Course at the pres�gious Na�onal 

Defence College. The agency also took part 

in training offered by the Office of the 

Na�onal Security Adviser (ONSA) aimed at 

promo�ng peace in the country and 

synergy among law enforcement agents.

Some of the training programs organised by 

the agency in collabora�on with some local 

training consul�ng firms are as follows:

1. Harmonized Capacity Building Training 

for Airport Operators.

2. Leadership and strategic management 

course for zonal, state, and special 

area commanders

3. Refresher Course (ASN II to DSN)

4. D e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  c o u r s e  f o r 

management staff at the na�onal 

headquarters.

5. A course on SOP, raids, inves�ga�ons, 

s u r ve i l l a n c e ,  a n d  i nte l l i ge n c e 

d e s i g n e d  f o r  D e p u t y  S t a t e 

Commanders of Opera�ons and 

Inves�ga�on.

6. Leadership in the 21st century, an�-

corrup�on, and ethical values

7. Virtual training sessions were held for 

officers across the commands.

9.0          TRAINING AND MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT
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1 DTMD
Monthly 
Training

 
 12

 
23,264

 
All NDLEA 
Forma�ons 
and Na�onal 
Headquarters

 
Several Officers 
a�ended 
mul�ple trainings

 

2 Local training 
facilitated by  
interna�onal 
partners

 45

 

691

 

Commands, 
Special Units 
and Zonal 
Commands

 

 

3 Interna�onal 
partners
(Virtual)

 
5

 

15

 

Across Nigeria

  

4 Interna�onal 
training 
facilitated 
by the 
interna�onal 
partners

 
24

 

84

 

Netherlands, 
Thailand, Austria, 
Serbia, Singapore, 
Turkey, Ghana, 
Cote d’I Vour, 
Kenya, Botswana, 
Egypt, Senegal, 
Benin Republic. 

 

 

5 Sister Agencies, 
MDAs, others 
(Local)

 

31

 

139

 

Abuja, Lagos, 
Nasarawa, Jos, 
Ibadan, Kaduna 
and Kogi State

 

 

6 NDLEA/DTMD

 

10

 

452

 

NDLEA Academy, 
Na�onal 
Headquarters, 
FCT, Lagos and 
Kaduna State

 

Grand Total 127 24,645 

S/N Type of Training/ 

Facilitators

No of 
Training

No of 
Par�cipants

 Loca�ons Remark  

 

 SUMMARY OF 2022 TRAINING PROGRAMS

NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT
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Summary of 2022 Finances 
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�er laying a solid founda�on in A2021 for the reinvigorated war 
against drug abuse in the country, 

the year 2022 witnessed a smooth 
implementa�on of the new plan of ac�on 
to rid the country of illicit drug produc�on, 
trafficking, and abuse. S�ll basking in the 
e u p h o r i a  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a � v e 
re st r u c t u r i n g  t h at  a d d re s s e d  t h e 
promo�on needs of officers, the renewed 
offensive against  drug barons was 
sustained with greater vitality and 
aggression.

The year under review is quite remarkable 
for pushing the limits on all fronts. In what 
could best be described as a posi�ve chain 
resu l t ,  N iger ians  were  constant ly 
i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g 
performances of the agency. There was the 
successful dismantling of drug trafficking 
cartels with the simultaneous discovery of 
two clandes�ne laboratories for the 
produc�on of methamphetamine. The 
bus�ng of tramadol warehouses also 
became commonplace,  as  d id  the 
dismantling of various cross-border drug 
trafficking syndicates.

Similarly, the agency dealt a crushing blow 
on the state's enemies with the large 
cocaine haul recorded in Ikorodu, Lagos, 

where over 2.1 metric tonnes of cocaine 
was detected, seized, and members of the 
trafficking cartel apprehended. Indeed, the 
number of drug barons in deten�on 
increased from twelve to thirty-four. This is 
a clear indica�on that Nigeria's drug control 
efforts have gone beyond the drug mules to 
the kingpins.

In order to ensure a balanced approach to 
addressing the drug problem, the country 
commenced the implementa�on of the 
Na�onal Drug Control Master Plan (NDCMP 
2021-2025) with massive stakeholder 
collabora�on in drug supply control and 
drug demand reduc�on ac�vi�es. An�-
drug abuse sensi�za�on received a 
significant boost as well, with various 
programs for youths in and out of schools, 
workp laces ,  worsh ip  centers ,  the 
community, and the media.

The stage is therefore clear for seamless 
progress in the coming year as the country 
concentrates efforts on staff welfare, 
training, manpower development, drug 
abuse preven�on educa�on, and improved 
synergy among stakeholders. No doubt, 
more drug barons will con�nue to go down 
and be incarcerated if they refuse to quit 
the criminal trade.

11.0     CONCLUSION/PROJECTION   



Modes  of Concealment
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Smoked fish used in concealing 442 parcels of Methamphetamine

Parcels of cocaine hidden in tomato sauce �ns 



Methamphetamine hidden inside custard containers 

Cannabis & Ecstasy Tablet hidden inside tubers of yam 
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Pentazacine tablets concealed amidst cosme�cs   

Tramadol tablets hidden inside sacks of electronics   
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Compressed cannabis in various shapes discovered at Alaba Rago, Lagos  

A truck containing bags of cannabis disguised as food stuff 
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Items including freshly produced Methamphetamine recovered from the clandes�ne 
laboratory at Victoria Garden City Lagos 

A mansion at Victoria Garden City, Lagos used for illegal produc�on of 
Methamphetamine 



Drug Offences and Punishment
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Importa�on, Manufacture, Produc�on, Processes, 
Plant, Grow Cocaine, LSD, Heroin

Exports, transports or otherwise traffic in the 
drugs popularly known as Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or 
any other similar drugs, shall be guilty of an 
offence and liable on convic�on.

Life Imprisonment

Life Imprisonment

11 (a)

11 (b)

Sells, buys, exposes or offers for sale or otherwise 
deals in or with the drugs popularly known as 
Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any other similar drugs 
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on 
convic�on.

Life Imprisonment

Life Imprisonment

11 (c)

13

Knowingly possesses or uses the drug popularly 
known as Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any other 
similar drugs by smoking, inhaling or injec�ng the 
said drugs shall be guilty of an offence 
and liable on convic�on.

Imprisonment for a 
term not less than 
fi�een years but not 
exceeding 25 years.

Imprisonment for a 
term not less than 
fi�een years but not 
exceeding 25 years.

Imprisonment for a 
term not less than 
fi�een years but not 
exceeding 25 years.

11 (d)

12

14

Occupier or is concerned in the management of 
any premises unlawfully, permits or cause the 
premises to be used for the  purpose of storing, 
concealing, processing or dealing in drug 
popularly known as Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any 
other similar drug shall be guilty of an offence 
liable on convic�on.

Storage, custody, movement, carriage or 
concealment of the drug popularly known as 
Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any other similar drug 
who while concerned is armed with any offensive 
weapon or is disguised in any way.

Incites, promises or induces any other person by 

any means what -soever, conspired with and, 

abets, counsels a�empts to commit or is an 

accessory to any act or offence referred to in this 

act 

OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

Any person who, with intent to deceive 
unlawfully assumes the name, character or 
designa�on of an officer of the Agency.

Imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 
ten years.

15
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OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

Unlawfully removes, conceals, destroys or in any 
way tempers with drugs popularly known as 
Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any other similar drug 
seized from any person or otherwise in 
possession of the agency or any authorized 
person.

Being in lawful custody, escape, aid any person in 
lawful custody to escape

Willfully prevents or a�empts to prevent any 
person who has been duly summoned to a�end 
as a witness before Federal High Court from 
a�ending as witness or from producing anything 
in evidence pursuant to the subpoena or 
summons served on him.

Any person who without lawful authority 
knowingly possesses the drugs popularly known 
as Cocaine, LSD, Heroin or any other similar
1.   Where a person is charged with any of the 
offences under this act and the evidence 
established an a�empt to commit that offence, he 
may be convicted of having a�empted to commit 
that offence although the a�empt is not 
separately charged and such a person shall be 
punished as prescribed for the offence under this 
act.
2.   Where a person is charged with an a�empt to 
commit an offence under this act but the 
evidence establishes the commission of the full 
offence.

Imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding 25 years.

Imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding seven 
years.

Imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding seven 
years.

16

17

18

Punished as prescribed 
for the offence under the 
act.

The offender shall not 
be en�tled to acqui�al 
but shall be convicted of 
the offence and 
punished as provide 
under this act.

23

23

NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

82



OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

1. It shall be the duty of every commercial 
carrier to take reasonable precau�on to:

(a)   ensure that its means of transport are not 
used in commission of offences under this Act;

(b)   Comply with appropriate security measures at 
points of entry and exit in the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and other Customs control areas to prevent 
unauthorized cargo in its means of transporta�on.

2.    Such precau�ons as are referred to in subsec�on 
(1) of this Sec�on shall include – 

2.  Where a body corporate is convicted of any 
offence under this act, the Federal High Court may 
order that the body corporate shall thereupon and 
without any further assurance, but for such order be 
wound up and all its assets and proper�es forfeited to 
the Federal Government.

Shall be liable to be 
proceeded against and 
punished accordingly.

Be wound up and all its 
assets and proper�es 
forfeited to the Federal 
Government.

Liable on convic�on to a 
fine not exceeding 
N100,000.

24

24

25

1. Where an offence under this act which has 
been commi�ed by a body corporate is proved to have 
been commi�ed on the ins�ga�on or with the 
connivance of or a�ributable to any neglect on the part 
of Director, Manager, Secretary or other similar officer 
of the corporate body or any person purpor�ng to act 
in any such capacity he as well as the body corporate.  
Where prac�cable, shall be deemed to be guilty of that 
offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and 
punished accordingly.

(a)  the training of personnel to iden�fy 
suspicious consignment or persons.

(b) promo�on of integrity of their personnel;

(c) submission of cargo manifest advance;

(d) use of tamper-resistant individually 
verifiable seal or containers.

(e) repor�ng to the agency at earliest 
opportunity all suspicious circumstances rela�ng 
to drug trafficking.

NDLEA 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

83



OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

3. Any commercial carrier which violates the 
provision of subsec�on (1) of this sec�on shall in 
addi�on to any other penalty provided in any 
other act or enactment be guilty of an offence.

4.  Where an offence under subsec�on (3) of 
this sec�on is commi�ed by a body corporate, 
every person who at the �me of commission of 
the offence was a proprietor, director general, 
manager, secretary or other similar officer, 
servant or agent of the body corporate (or a 
person purpor�ng to act in any such capacity) 
he as well as the body corporate shall be deemed 
to be guilty of the offence and may be proceeded 
against and

1.  Any person 
convicted of an offence 
under this act shall 
forfeit to the federal 
government

PROVISIONS RELATING TO FORFEITURE OF 
PROPERTIES OF CONVICTS

27

(a)  all the assets and 
proper�es which may or 
are the subject of an 
interim order of Federal 
High Court a�er an 
a�achment by the 
agency, as specified in 
Sec�on 34 of this act.

(b) Any assets or 

property cons�tuted or 

derived from any 

proceeds the person 

obtained, directly or 

indirectly as a result of 

such offence not already 

disclosed in the Assets 

Declara�on Form or not 

falling under paragraph 

(a) of this subsec�on.
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OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

(c)   Any of the person's 

property or 

instrumentali�es used in 

any manner to commits 

or to facilitate the 

commission of such 

offence not already 

disclosed in the Assets 

Declara�on or not falling 

under paragraph (a) of 

this subsec�on.

(2)    The Federal High 

Court in imposing 

sentence on such person 

shall order in addi�on to 

any other sentence 

imposed pursuant to 

sec�on 11 of this ACT, 

that the person forfeit to 

the Federal Government, 

all property described in 

subsec�on (1) of this 

sec�on (3). In this sec�on 

“proceeds” means any 

property derived or 

obtained directly or 

indirectly through the 

commission of the 

offence.

Forfeited property for the avoidance of doubt and 
without any further assurance than this Act, all 
the proper�es of the person convicted of an 
offence under this ACT and already the subject of 
an interim order shall be forfeited to the Federal 
Government.

28
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OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

The passport of any 

person convicted of an 

offence involving the 

illegal importa�on or 

exporta�on of any 

narco�c drug or 

psychotropic substance 

shall be forfeited to the 

Federal Government and 

shall not be returned to 

the person unless or un�l 

the President directs 

Forfeiture of Passports 30

otherwise a�er the grant 

of a pardon or on the 

exercise of the 

preroga�ve of mercy 

under the Cons�tu�on of 

the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, as amended. 

Property subject to forfeiture 31 (a)  any property, real or 
personal, which 
represents the gross 
receipts a person obtains 
directly as a result of the 
viola�on of this Act or 
which is traceable to such 
gross receipts;

(b)  any property within 
Nigeria which represents 
the proceeds of an 
offence under the laws of 
a foreign country 
involving the 
m a n u f a c t u r e , 
importa�on, sale, 
distribu�on, illicit traffic, 
abuse or misuse of any 
narco�c drug or 
psychotropic substance 
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OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

within whose jurisdic�on 
such offence or ac�vity 
would be punishable by 
imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year and 
which would be 
punishable by 
imprisonment under this 
Act if such act or ac�vity 
had occurred within 
Nigeria.

Other property subject to forfeiture 32 (a)  all narco�c drugs or 
psychotropic substances 
which have been 
m a n u f a c t u r e d , 
distributed, dispensed or 
acquired in any manner in 
viola�on of this Act;

(b) all raw materials, 
products and equipment 
of any kind which are 
used, or intended for use, 
in manufacturing, 
compounding, processing 
, delivering, impor�ng or 
expor�ng any narco�c 
drug or psychotropic 
substance;

c.) all instrumentali�es 
of conveyance, including 
aircra�, vehicles, or 
vessels which are used or 
are intended for use, to 
transport, or in any 
manner to facilitate the 
transporta�on, sale, 
receipt, possession or 
concealment of 
substances described in 
paragraph (a) or (b) of this 
sec�on, except that –

(I)  no means of 
conveyance used by any 
person as a common 
carrier in the transac�on 
of business as a 
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OFFENCES UNDER NATIONAL DRUG LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY ACT,
CAP N30 LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004

common carrier shall be 
forfeited under this 
sec�on unless it shall 
appear that the owner or 
other person in charge of 
such means of 
conveyance was a 
consen�ng party or privy 
to a viola�on of this Act;

(ii)  no means of 
conveyance shall be 
forfeited under this 
sec�on by reason of any 
act established by the 
owner thereof to have 
been commi�ed by any 
person other than such 
owner while such means 
of conveyance was 
unlawfully in the 
possession of a person 
other than the owner or 
other person in viola�on 
of the criminal laws of 
Nigeria or any part 
thereof; and

(iii)  no means of 
conveyance shall be 
forfeited under this 
sec�on to the extent of 
an interest of an owner, 
by reason of any act 
established by that 
owner to have been 
commi�ed without the 
knowledge, consent or 
willful connivance of that 
owner;

(d)  all books, records 
and research, including 
formulae, microfilms, 
tapes and data used or 
intended to be used in 
viola�on of any provision 
of this Act;
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(e) all monies, nego�able 
instruments, securi�es or 
other things of value 
furnished or intended to 
be furnished by any 
person in exchange for 
any narco�c drug or an 
exchange, and all monies, 
nego�able instruments 
and securi�es used or 
intended to be used to 
facilitate any viola�on of 
this Act;

(f)  all real property, 
including any right, �tle 
and interest (including 
any leasehold interest) in 
the whole or any piece or 
parcel of land and any 
improvements or 
appurtenances which is 
used or intended to be 
used, in any manner or 
part to commit, or 
facilitate the commission 
of, an offence under this 
Act.
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